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my sister Charlotte. The Emperor and Empress, on the other
hand, absolutely refused their consent to It, Prince Bismarck
having represented to them that It would bring us Into conflict
with Russia. Between the two contending parties my father,
who would gladly have followed the dictates of his own noble
heart, was in a position of great difficulty*

Like my grandparents, 1 took very decidedly the view of
Bismarck and fought all tendencies in the opposite direction
with all my strength, it was a great grief to me that this
cast a heavy shadow over my relations with my mother, and
1 also took the personal fate of my sister very much to heart.
But as the well-being of the Fatherland was at stake, all
personal desires had to be silenced.

The affair ended, In the first Instance, by my grandfather
declaring to the Prince, in an audience In May, 1884, that he
had no interest In Bulgaria, and by Bismarck telling him
roundly that, so long as he was Chancellor, the marriage would
never4 take place. Then, in March of the following year, my
grandfather addressed a sharp letter to the Prince, In which he
spoke strongly against the marriage, and Alexander thereupon
wrote my grandfather a letter in which he renounced the
project. This was not. revived during my grandfather's life-
time.

It 'has been necessary to mention these things in order to

' make the relations between Germany and Russia in the 'eighties

comprehensible.   1 had already had to talk about .the affair

.during my first mission to Russia, audit was again .discussed

during my second visit In 1886.'

In the summer of the year 1886 I/underwent a two months*

cure at Reichenhall in consequence of the trouble in my ear.
Here, at the beginning of August, 1 received my grandfather's

command to join .him at Gastein, In order to be at his disposal
during his meeting with the Emperor Francis. Joseph, which
had been fixed for the 8th and 9th.

It was several days before the appointed time that I joined
my grandfather, who was just then not in very good health,